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Donkey cart assault victim begins to respond

R6bn Bay housing plan

LORNA POULTER

Site next to Motherwell chosen
for 39 000 private homes, shops
and hospital in 15-year project
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No horsing about as farmer
combats high petrol prices
David Macgregor

A CABBAGE-FARMING preacher
has bucked high petrol prices by
turning to horse power to plough
his lands.

Although he has seemingly
moved the hands of time back to
an era when life was a lot slower,
Grahamstown’s Shawn Warren in-
sists he still manages to get the
work done as quickly as a tractor –
but at a fraction of the price.

“You are working in nature, there
is no pollution and the horse
residue [manure] helps to fertilise
the cabbages.

“One of the nice things about
horses is that they always come to
work on time on a Monday morn-
ing and they don’t have a babelaas
[hangover],” the 42-year-old
quipped.

“It is also a very therapeutic
stress reliever that keeps me fit
and healthy at the same time.”

A Jack-of-all-trades, Warren –
who lives on a smallholding next to

Waainek Prison on the outskirts of
Grahamstown with his wife, Ger-
rie, three children and 52 horses –
decided to train two cart horses to
work the land after being shocked
at the price of hiring a tractor and
driver to do the work.

“I borrowed a tractor to break
the ground when I first started

The grunt work is rotated be-
tween eager cart horses Tiny and
Crystal, and a bonus of growing
cabbages is that the animals also
get to enjoy the fruits of their la-
b o u r.

“I make much more profit using
horses,” Warren said. “They eat
some of the cabbages when I har-
vest, keeping my feed costs down
to about R100 each a month.”

Skilfully guiding the plough in a
straight line behind Tiny the
percheron cart horse, Warren said
his quarterly efforts to turn the soil
for planting 50 000 cabbage
seedlings at a time had become
much more than just a family affair,
with friends and neighbours also
pitching in to get down and dirty in
the field.

“It is like stepping back in time,”
he said. “Everybody loves working
with horses in the soil in the old
way. We are never short of people
wanting to help.”
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HORSEPOWER SAVINGS: Shawn Warren guides the plough while daughter Kayla, 16, walks Tiny the
percheron cart horse across the field Picture: DAVID MACGREGOR

Horses always
come to work on
time . . . and don’t
have a babelaas

‘
planting cabbages and quickly re-
alised the cost of petrol and
wear-and-tear was phenomenal,”
Warren said.

To make matters worse, the trac-
tor soon got bogged down in the
muddy field for hours on end –
leaving him saddled with a hefty
hire bill. “That is when I decided
six months ago to use horses to
plough and harvest,” he said.
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■ Housing initiative big boost
for Bay – Editorial: P14
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ON SITE: The land for the Coega Ridge development is almost twice
the size of Motherwell

Brian Hayward
h aywa rd b @ av u s a . c o . z a

A
NATIONAL low-cost

housing company is
forging ahead with a
ground-breaking R6-
billion “city-within-
a-city” development

on the outskirts of Nelson Man-
dela Bay. The developers and Bay
planners say the project, near Mo-
therwell, will cut the city’s hous-
ing backlog by more than 40% and
create up to 5 000 jobs.

It is the largest “holistic lifestyle
development” that South Africa
has seen and has been meticu-
lously planned over the past six
years, says Nu-Way Housing De-
velopments, of Johannesburg.

The company, with a 20-year
history it says has
seen it successfully
complete high-end
residential estates
and low-cost hous-
ing developments,
as well as business
parks and malls
around the country,
wants to build
39 000 housing units
within its Coega
Ridge development.

It hopes to start construction
within two years.

The houses will be built in three
phases on 3 200ha of land along
the Addo road in Motherwell, bor-
dering the Coega industrial devel-
opment zone (IDZ), over 15 years.

By then the residential compo-
nent will be worth upwards of
R6-billion, according to project
head Jordan Mann.

The Bay had a housing backlog
of 92 000 units, the housing and
land portfolio committee heard
last week.

The project would also include
space for schools, universities,
clinics, spaza shops, a hospital
and a mall roughly the size of the
Walmer Park Shopping Centre in
Port Elizabeth.

The accompanying develop-
ments would easily double the

R6-billion value when complete,
the company said.

SRK Consulting submitted the
final environmental impact as-
sessment (EIA) report for the pro-
ject to the Environmental Affairs
Department in December.

The company bought the land –
almost twice the size of Mother-
well at present – in the late 1990s.

A record of decision (RoD) was
expected within the next six
months, Bay-based SRK Consult-
ing partner Rob Gardiner said.

Once the RoD had been re-
ceived, the company would apply
to the municipality – which it had
already briefed on the project –
for rezoning and for the supply of
bulk services, like water and elec-
tricity. Nu-Way managing director
Laki Constantinides said the gov-
ernment would be given first pri-

ority on the land
earmarked for edu-
cation, sports and
health facilities.

But private com-
panies would be
brought in if the gov-
ernment did not
show interest.

Mann said devel-
opment of the
35 000m² mall –
which would be

built and operated by a Nu-Way
sister company – could start as
soon as the project broke ground.

The main driver of the ground-
breaking development was Coe-
ga’s increased growth with the ar-
rival from this year of Chinese au-
tomotive manufacturer FAW and,
later, two manganese smelters.

A multi billion rand PetroSA oil
refinery – Project Mthombo –
would add to the others to create
thousands of jobs with the
knock-on demand for housing, the
company said.

Although the development is a
private initiative, government
loans for prospective buyers

Lynn Williams
w i l l i a m s l @ av u s a . c o . z a

IN her first step towards recovery,
Port Elizabeth animal lover Lorna
Poulter has opened her eyes and is
responding to those around her.

Poulter was left in a coma following
a savage beating with a car anti-theft
device – allegedly after an altercation
over an overloaded donkey cart on
one of the city’s main roads – two
weeks ago.

Although still in intensive care and
unable to speak, Poulter, 50, has start-
ed to acknowledge the people a ro u n d
h e r.

Poulter’s best friend, Hanna Berry,
said her colleagues and friends w e re
overjoyed.

And in an effort to speed up her re-
covery, they are putting a picture of
her beloved dog, Teddy, in a frame
next to her bed.

“She wakes up at times. Even
though she cannot speak she ac-
knowledges people and things that
are said to her by nodding,” Berr y
said.

“I know this is just a small step in
her recovery but it gives us hope. She
is a fighter.”

In more good news, Poulter’s

father, Trevor, 81, who has not seen
his daughter since before the attack,
is back home after being admitted to
hospital last week with low blood
p re s s u re .

The setback came just days after
his discharge from hospital following
a massive heart attack. Poulter’s mo-
ther suffers from Alzheimer’s and her
sister lives overseas.

Poulter’s alleged attacker, Xolisa
Ntantiso, 26, has appeared in court
and been charged with attempted
m u rd e r. His bail hearing is scheduled
for Thursday.

Ntantiso is accused of beating Poul-
ter with a gorilla steering lock after a
heated discussion about an overload-
ed donkey cart.

Poulter had stopped to berate the

cart drivers in Main Road, Walmer.
Nikki Pollak, who operates Face-

book group Animals Port Elizabeth,
said Poulter’s neighbour was looking
after and feeding her dog and three
cats.

Pollak and Animal Anti-Cruelty
League representative Linda-Louise
Swain have established a fund to help
pay Poulter’s medical bills.

“People have really opened their
hearts to help,” Pollak said.

“The donations received thus far
amount to R700. More people have
pledged to make donations.

“Her pets are well looked after.
They are just waiting for her to come
home.”

Additional reporting by Hendrick Mphande

‘ If Coega is going
to grow, I think
it’s appropriate
to have
something like
this close to
employment
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MAKE servicing your out of warranty 
Volkswagen more affordable!

Market Square Mastercars is offering our valued  Volkswagen 
drivers a 
15% discount on Parts and Labour plus a Free Health Check.

Think about it, this is a great deal! Service with us and 
maintain your re-sale value.

Terms and conditions apply, vehicle must have:

*A Full Service History     *Less than 165 000km.

*Be Out of Warranty.

 

     
Valid until the end May 2012. Discount excludes oil.

Market Square Uitenhage
Cnr Chase & Constitution Streets, Uitenhage, 041 992 4012

Part of the Kelston Motor Group

Make the Affordable Choice!


